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THE POLICY OF CHANGING THE DEMOGRAPHICS OF ARTSAKH IN
FAVOR OF THE AZERBAIJANIS IS NOT NEW IN AZERBAIJAN: HRO
GEGHAM STEPANYAN

NEWSLETTER OF HUMAN RIGHTS OMBUDSMAN OF THE REPUBLIC OF ARTSAKH ?‘?

'""At the same time, I tried to change the demographics there. Nagorno-

Karabakh raised the issue of opening a university there. Here [in
Azerbaijan] all objected. I thought and decided to open. But with the
condition that there are three sectors - Azerbaijani, Russian and Armenian.
Opened. We sent Azerbaijanis from the adjacent regions not to Baku, but
there [Nagorno-Karabakh Autonomous Oblast]. We opened a big shoe
factory there [Nagorno-Karabakh Autonomous Oblast]. There was no labor
force in Stepanakert itself. We sent Azerbaijanis there [NKAQ] from the
places surrounding the region. By these and other measures, I tried to have
more Azerbaijanis in Nagorno-Karabakh, and reduce the number of
Armenians."

Heydar Aliev,
President of Azerbaijan
2002

In an interview with Azerbaijani media, the Azerbaijani leader expressed dissatisfaction
with the fact that the Russian peacekeeping force is creating obstacles for the outflow of
Armenians from the territory of Artsakh, and is using various means to keep the
Armenians in Artsakh. The efforts made by the peacekeepers to restore a peaceful life in
Artsakh cause dissatisfaction for the Azerbaijani authorities.

This is nothing but a confession of the Azerbaijani policy of ethnic cleansing of Armenians
in the territory of Artsakh, deporting the Armenian population, and depriving them of
their homeland.

The policy of closing the issue by appropriating Artsakh by changing the demographics in
favor of the Azerbaijanis is not new in Azerbaijan; it gained more momentum during the
rule of Ilham Aliev's father, Heydar Aliev, particularly in the 1970s.

Back in 2002, in an interview with the Azerbaijani media, Heydar Aliev stated in a direct
text: “At the same time, | tried to change the demographics there. Nagorno-Karabakh
raised the issue of opening a university there. Here [in Azerbaijan] all objected. | thought



and decided to open. But with the condition that there are three sectors - Azerbaijani,
Russian and Armenian. Opened. We sent Azerbaijanis from the adjacent regions not to
Baku, but there [Nagorno-Karabakh Autonomous Oblast]. We opened a big shoe factory
there [Nagorno-Karabakh Autonomous Oblast]. There was no labor force in Stepanakert
itself. We sent Azerbaijanis there [NKAQO] from the places surrounding the region. By these
and other measures, | tried to have more Azerbaijanis in Nagorno-Karabakh, and reduce
the number of Armenians.”
https://web.archive.org/web/20120524164730/http://www.echo-
az.com/archive/2002_07/383/facts.shtml#:~:text=%D0%92%20%D1%82%D0%BE%20%D0%B
6%D0%B5,%D0%B7%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%8E%D1%82%20%D0%BE%D0%B1%20%D1%8D%
D1%82%D0%BE%D0%BC

In this way, the systematic policy of the Azerbaijani authorities to disrupt the peaceful life
in Artsakh by all means, to violate basic human rights, to create an atmosphere of fear
and despair is aimed at closing the Artsakh issue. That is what Ilham Aliev's completely
false and manipulative data on the number of Armenians living in Artsakh are aimed at. In
various statements and interviews, he deliberately presents data that have nothing to do
with the real population of Artsakh. Which, by the way, have been refuted several times by
the data provided by the Russian side.

| draw the attention of the representatives of the official political circles of different
countries, the human rights community, international organizations, | urge not to give in
to the Azerbaijani manipulations, to visit Artsakh or to use objective sources in order to
have clear and impartial information about Artsakh.
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'""At the same time, I tried to change the demographics there. Nagorno-
Karabakh raised the issue of opening a university there. Here [in
Azerbaijan] all objected. I thought and decided to open. But with the
condition that there are three sectors - Azerbaijani, Russian and Armenian.
Opened. We sent Azerbaijanis from the adjacent regions not to Baku, but
there [Nagorno-Karabakh Autonomous Oblast]. We opened a big shoe
factory there [Nagorno-Karabakh Autonomous Oblast]. There was no labor
force in Stepanakert itself. We sent Azerbaijanis there [NKAQO] from the

places surrounding the region. By these and other measures, I tried to have

more Azerbaijanis in Nagorno-Karabakh, and reduce the number of
Armenians."
Heydar Aliev,
President of Azerbaijan
2002

B nHTepBbto azepbarigxaHckum CMU npesngeHT AsepbainaxaHa Bblpasni He40B0OIbCTBO
TeM, UTO pPoCCUICKME MUPOTBOPYECKME CUJIbI CO3AAIOT NPEnsaTCTBUS ANA OTTOKA apMsAH C
TepputTopmUn ApuLaxa U UCNONL3YIT pas3/iyHble CpeacTBa, YTO6bl apMsAHe OCTanucCb B
Apuaxe. Ycnnmsa MmpoTBopLEB MO BOCCTAHOB/IEHNIO MUPHON XU3HWN B Apuaxe Bbi3blBatoT
HeJ0BO/IbCTBO a3zepbanaXaHCKNX BNaCTEN.

OTO He 4TO WHOoe, KakK npusHaHvue 06 asepbaMgXaHCKOW NOAUTUKW TMpoBefeHUs
3THUYECKOW YNCTKM apMsH Ha TeppuTopum ApLaxa, BbiCefleHUS KOPEHHOro apMAHCKOro
HaceneHus, NNWeHNSA ero PoAUNHbI.

MonnTrKa OKOHYaTeNbHOro 3aKPbITUSA BOMNpPOCa NyTeM NMPMcBoeHUa Apuaxa  U3MeHeHUs
AemMorpadumyeckoro coctaBa B Nosb3y asepbangxaHues B AsepbalnijxaHe He HOBAa, OHaA
Habupana obopoThbl BO BpeMeHa npasneHus otua Mnbxama Anvesa - leligapa Anvesa,
0CO0b6eHHO B 1970-bIX roaax.

O6 >ToM lerigap AnveB 3asBUA NPAMbIM TEKCTOM B MHTepBbO asepbangxaHckum CMA
ewie B 2002 roay: "B TO Xe BpemMs s CTapancad U3MeHUTb TaM gemorpaduto. HaropHbiw
Kapabax nogHuMan Bonpoc 06 OTKPbITUM TaM By3a. Y Hac BCce BO3paxanun. 4 nogyman v
pewnn oTkpbITb. HO € TeM ycnoBuem, UYTobbl 6bIIO TPpU cekTopa - azepban>KaHCKUN,
PYCCKNIA U apMAHCKUIW. OTKpbInu. A3epbangxaHueB N3 npuierarowmx pamnoHOB Mbl



Hanpasnanu He B baky, a Tyga. OTkpbinnm Tam [HKAO] 6onbwyto obyBHYO ¢abpuky. B
camom CTenaHakepTe He ©6bl10 paboyenn cunbl. Hanpasnanu Tyga [HKAO]
asepbarigxaHueB U3 OKpYXawLWmX 061acTe MeCT. ITUMU N APYTUMU MepaMn A cTapancs,
yTobbl B HaropHom Kapabaxe 6bin0 6onblie asepbanjXXaHueB, a 4YUCNO apMSAH
cokpatunock." Ccbiika -https://web.archive.org/web/20120524164730/http://www.echo-
az.com/archive/2002_07/383/facts.shtml#: ™ :text=%D0%92%20%D1%82%D0%BE%20%D0%B&%
D0%BS5,%D0%B7%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%8E%D1%82%20%D0%BE%D0%B1%20%D1%8D %D1%82%D0 %
BE%DO0%BC

Takum obpa3om, cMcTeMaTU3NPOBAHHAasA NMONUTUKA BnacTen AsepbainjkaHa, OCHOBaHHas
Ha HapyweHUUN MUPHOM XMU3HM B ApuLaxe, OCHOBHbIX MNpaBa 4YenoBeka, CO3JaHUU
aTMocdepbl CTpaxa M OTYAsHWSA, HanNpaB/eHa Ha TO, YTOObl 3aKpPbITb apLUaxCKMin BOMpOC.
MMeHHO Ha 3TO HaueseHbl COBEPLUEHHO /IOXHbIE N MaHUNYNATUBHbIE AaHHble ViabXxama
AnveBa O KoJiM4YecTBe NpPOXMBaLLWKUX B Apuaxe apMAH. B pa3nnyHbIX 3aaBAeHUAX U
WHTEPBbLIO OH HAMEPEHHO NPUBOAUT AdHHbIE, HE NMEOLLIE HNYero obLero ¢ peasbHbIM
YNCNIOM HaceneHmsa Apuaxa, KOTopble, KCTaTu, HEOAHOKPATHO OMPOBEPranncb AaHHbIMMU,
npeaoCTaBAeHHbIMY POCCUMNCKOWN CTOPOHOI.

Ob6paliato BHUMaHMe npeacTaButTenein opuuUmanbHbIX U NOAUTUYECKUX KPYrOB Pa3HbIX
CTpaH, NPaBO3alMNTHOrO coobLiecTBa, MEXAYHAaPOAHbIX OpraHu3auuMii U NpusbIBato He
noAjaBaTbCA asepbaMf>KaHCKUM MaHUNynauusaMm, nocetuTb Apuax UAM WUCMNONb30BaTb
0ObeKTUBHble WCTOYHUKW AN TOro, 4YTObbl WMeTb YeTKyl U 6ecnpucTpacTHYHo
MHPopmMaumo 06 Apuaxe.



