Ombudsman’s Statement on the World Refugee Day

World Refugee Day is an opportunity to speak up once again about the rights of
refugees and forcibly displaced persons. Although the rights of thousands of Armenians
found themselves in status of refugee and forcibly displaced persons as a result of
Azerbaijan’s aggressive actions were constantly raised on various platforms, the
international community took scant attention in the raised issues.

As a result of massacres and deportations in Baku, Sumgait, Kirovabad and a number
of other settlements of Soviet Azerbaijan, as well as the aggressive war unleashed
against Artsakh in the 1990s, 500.000 Armenians became refugees, who, sadly, did not
receive the appropriate attention and support, arising from their status.

In the fall of 2020, Azerbaijan’s aggression led to the forcible displacement of about
40.000 civilians of Artsakh as a result of which people lost their homes, lands and
property. Among them are people who have been displaced for the third time due to the
ongoing aggression of Azerbaijan. Taking shelter mainly in other settlements of Artsakh
an in the Republic of Armenia, more than two and a half years after the war, they
continue to face social and psychological problems in both Armenia and Artsakh at
almost every stage of their life.

Today more than 15.000 IDPs live under siege in Artsakh, struggling both displacement
and the effects of the blockade. The planned construction of 3700 apartments for them
has been suspended due to the lack of the building material imported to Artsakh.
People continue to live in temporary shelters, hotels and dormitories.

Given the problems that Artsakh’s state budget faces under blockade, more than 30.000
IDPs in need of temporary accommodation do not receive their monthly housing rent
compensation on time, resulting in a significant deterioration of their social situation and
housing conditions.

In conditions of vital infrastructure’s disruption, malnutrition, lack of essential goods and
services, security threats arising from Azerbaijan’s acts, mental health of refugees and
IDPs further deteriorates on top of their already existing psychological issues.

This is only part of the problems. The Staff of the Human Rights Defender is preparing a
report on the rights and problems of IDPs and refugees which will be published in the
near future with a detailed description of the existing problems.1

The international community, in the face of the Office of the UN High Commissioner for
Refugees must take immediate measures to ensure the protection of the rights of
Armenian refugees and IDPs.

3asBneHune Omb6yacmeHa no cnyyato BcemupHoro gHs 6exeHueB



BceMnpHbIi OeHb OexeHueB — 3TO o4YepeaHon noBod, YToObl roOBOpPMTb O MnpaBax
OeXeHUeB M BbIHYXOEHHbIX MNepeceneHueB. HecmMoTpss Ha TO, YTO Ha pas3nUyHbIX
nrowazakax NoCTOsIHHO NOAHMMAOTCS BOMPOCHI O NpaBax ThiCAY apMsH, OKa3aBLUMXCS B
cratyce 6exeHUeB W BbIHYXOEHHbIX MepecenieHueB BCRNeACTBME arpeccuBHbIX
aencteu AsepbangxaHa, TEM He MeHee, NOAHATbIE BOMPOCHl Tak U HE YAOCTOUMUCH
a[lpECHOr0 BHMMaHUS CO CTOPOHbI MEXAYHapOoaHOro coobLyecTaa.

B pesynbTtate apmsaHckux norpomoB B baky, Cymraute, Knposabage v psige aopyrux
HacenéHHbIX NyHkToB CoBeTckoro AsepbangkaHa, genopTauunmn, a Takke arpeCcCMBHOMN
BOWHbI, pa3BA3aHHOW aslepbangkaHckon cTopoHor npotmB Apuaxa B 1990-x rogax,
6onee 500 000 apmaH ctanu 6exeHuamu, KOTopble, K cOXaneHuo, 40 CUX MNop He
yAOCTOUITUCb HEOBXOANMOro BHUMAHUA 1 MOAAEPXKKN, BbITEKAOLLEN U3 UX cTaTyca.

OceHbto 2020 roga asepbanmpkaHckass arpeccus npvBena K HaCUNbCTBEHHOM
penoptaumm okono 40 000 rpaxkgaH Apuaxa, B pesynbTaTte KOTOpOoW fnioan noTepsnu
CBOV poAHble AOMa, 3eMSIM U UMYLLEeCTBO. B 1Mx 4ncno BxogaT Takke nogu, KoTopble
yXXe TpuXObl nofseprarTcs genoprauun Ms-3a npogospkarolencs asepbangxaHckomn
arpeccun. Hanas ybexuuie npeMmyLecTtBeHHO B OPYrNX HaceneHHbIX nyHKkTax Apuaxa
n B Pecnybnuke ApmeHus, cnycta 6onee 2,5 neT nocne BOVHbI 3TW NIIOAN NPOAOIKAOT
cTankmBaTbCs C MHOMOYMUCAEHHBIMU  COLMASIbHO-NCUXONOrMYeCcCKUMN npobrnemamm
NPaKTUYECKN Ha KaXOOM 3dTane CBOEW XU3HEeOEeATEeNIbHOCTM Kak B ApMEHUKW, Tak U B
Apuaxe.

CerogHsa 6onee 15 000 BbIHY>XOEHHbIX NepeceneHueB XmnByT B Apuaxe B YCNOBUSAX
6nokagpbl, 6opsacb ¢ NocneacTBUAMM Kak aenopTtaumm, Tak u 6nokagbl. B pesynbtarte
6nokagbl Apuaxa cTtpouTenbctBo okono 3700 kBapTup, NPeayCMOTPEHHbIX Ond
BbIHYXXAEHHbIX nepeceneHues, 66110 NPUOCTAHOBEHO M3-3a OTCYTCTBUS CTPOUTESbHbIX
MaTepuanos, umnopTupyembix B Apuax. Tak, NogvM npogorkatT XnTb BO BPEMEHHbIX
npuoTax, oTensax n obLLEXUTUAX.

Beuay npobnem, ¢ KOTOpbIMK CTankMBaeTCsl rOCy4apCTBEHHbIN GrompkeT Apuaxa ms-3a
6nokagpl, okorio 30 000 BbIHY>XAEHHbIX NepeceneHues, HYX4arLWwmMxXcs BO BPEMEHHOM
Xunbe B ApmeHun u  Apuaxe, BOBPEMSI He MOfy4valT CBOK EXEeMECAYHYH
KOMMNEHCaLUMIO 3a XWUNbE, B pe3yrnbTaTte Yero nx counanbHOe MOMOXEHNE U XUMULLHbIE
YCINOBMS 3HAYUTENBbHO YXYALLATCS.

B ycnoBusx NOCTOSIHHOrO HapylleHusi paboTbl XM3HEHHO BaXkKHOW WHMPACTPYKTYpbI,
HeJoedaHus, OTCYTCTBMS TOBapoB W ycryr NepBOW HeOoOXOAMMOCTW, yrpo3
GesonacHoCTW, uUcxoasawmx oT fencteurn AsepbangkaHa, NCUXMYECKOe 300pOBbE
GexeHUeB M BbIHY)XOEHHbIX NepeceneHueB yxXyAwaeTcs B [LOMNOSIHEHME K WX YyXe
CYLLIECTBYIOLLMM NCUXOSIOrMYeckum npobnemam.

OTO BCEro nNuwb YacTb umerowmxcsa npobnem. Annapat OmOyacmeHa rotoBuT goknag,
O npaBax un npobriemax BbIHYXOEHHbIX nepeceneHueB n BexeHueB, KOTOpbIA OyaeT
onybnukoBaH B Onwxkanwee BpemMsi, NoApoOHO nNpeacTaBuMB BCE CyLIECTBYHOLUME
BbI30BblI.



Me>xxgyHapogHoe coobuiectso B nuue oduca BepxosHoro kommccapa OOH no genam
GexeHLUeB OOMMKHO He3aMeanuTenbHO NPUHATL Mepbl Anst obecneyeHns 3aWwuTbl Npas
apMSIHCKMX BeXEeHLEB M BbIHY>KOEHHbIX NepeceneHLeB.



