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UPDATE
HUMANITARIAN ISSUES/RIGHT TO LIFE, HUMAN DIGNITY
PoWs

1. According to videos disseminated on Azerbaijani social media, the Azerbaijani armed
forces have a number of captured Armenian prisoners of war®. Eight Armenian PoWs have
been identified by HRDO upon the application of the families and relatives and based on the
videos being circulated in the Azerbaijani media environment. This information was shared
with ICRC and the Office of the Representative on International Legal Matters.

2. The HRDO Office is carrying out a thorough examination of the video materials, thus
the following have been identified:

The video depicts an Azerbaijani serviceman torturing a wounded Armenian prisoner
of war, who has visible injuries on his leg. The Azerbaijani serviceman then proceeds to hit the
head of another Armenian prisoner of war, who is blindfolded and has his hands tied behind
his back. The screaming and shouting of the PoWs are also heard?.

Dead Armenian soldiers being sneered

2. The recording of the bodies of the killed/dead Armenian servicemen and its dissemination
on social platforms is widespread®. The monitoring of the Human Rights Defender of Armenia
reveals that members of the Azerbaijani Armed Forces continue to subject the bodies of the
dead persons to humiliating treatment. We were able to verify the following video:

e The dead body of an Armenian female military (serving in the Army Unit X in
Vardenis, Gegharkunik province) was humiliated, a human finger was put in
her mouth, the underwear was taken off, and offensive words were written on
her body.* The Azerbaijani soldier was making fun while filming the scene
including the bodies of other killed Armenian soldiers.

These kinds of actions are totally degrading and disrespectful towards dead persons. It is
important to state that the outrage upon personal dignity, even in the case of death, constitutes
a war crime under International Criminal Law.

1 Sensitive content:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1390biAB2UZm7y015vIrCtJpOQkVKVp489/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/IEAPYVLIJG9hQoe bn 1w6lvC5nyk-t8gB/view?usp=sharing

2 Sensitive

content:https://drive.google.com/file/d/1162jwfzMJ03aQWKLKZzP9tK9CL MxnHKN/view?usp=sharing
3 Sensitive content:https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JIIMJYyXF2ehdbio3A-6s0Gw BJ8Hg-
d/view?usp=sharing

4Sensitive content:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hC4JpoN6]RHZqgCVOnvCJIQAG6LhOQzUfil2/view?usp=sharing




Displaced persons

3. As a result of the continuous monitoring activities of the HRD office it was recorded
that more than 370 children and 55 persons with disabilities were displaced. As it was recorded
earlier, at least 2570 persons were displaced from 3 provinces (Gegharkunik, Syunik, Vayots
Dzor provinces).

Killed, injured civilians and soldiers

4. On September 14, a civilian was killed in the Noravan community of Syunik province.
The killed resident is G. H. (born in 1994). The incident happened in the afternoon when he
had gone after the cattle.

Attack against journalists

5. Azerbaijani military forces deliberately opened fire in the direction of Sotk when a
group of media representatives, particularly the Journalists from Armenpress (K. KH, H.M and
H.M), Radar.am and Public TV, as well as a foreign journalist from the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, were there.®> Hence, the Azerbaijani authorities obstruct the
professional work of journalists which is of crucial importance during armed conflicts and
humanitarian crises.

6. Such attacks and targeting of journalists constitute a gross violation of international
humanitarian law since the latter enjoy the same level of protection as civilians during armed
conflicts.®

The targeting of journalists is also a violation of Rule 34 of Customary International
Humanitarian Law which states that “civilian journalists engaged in professional missions in
areas of armed conflict must be respected and protected as long as they are not taking a direct
part in hostilities.”.

TARGETING CIVILIAN INFRASTRUCTURE
Houses

7. According to the continuous fact-finding activities of the HRD Office and monitoring
results of September 13-15, civilian houses of Armenian border communities were under
deliberate and direct attack by Azerbaijani armed forces.

8. The village of Geghamasar, including civilian houses, was damaged by ATS strikes
(See Appendix I1)
9. One of the fired projectiles in the direction of Syunik province fell on a house located

in Karashen village and seriously damaged it. (see Appendix I1)
10. Several houses were damaged in Verishen village, Syunik province (please see
Appendix V)

5 https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fwjlgvRK|iNPLraCAY ARgeexeK7vzYcD/view?usp=sharing
¢ Article 79 of the 1977 Additional Protocol | to the Geneva Convention of 12 August 1949




11. Due to the indiscriminate shots of Azerbaijani armed forces in the direction of Syunik
province, the roofs of three civilian houses were demolished in the Vaghatur community.
Moreover, the windows of the village administration building were also destroyed.

Administrative buildings, cars

12. The Sisian-Noravan Highway is under the direct fire of Azerbaijani military forces. The
presence of the Azerbaijani military forces poses a real danger and threatens the physical
security and integrity of the residents. As a consequence, the right to freedom of movement
of RA citizens is unlawfully restricted. A civilian car was also damaged and was left
abandoned on the Sisian-Noravan Highway. (please see Appendix V)

Electricity supply lines, etc

13.  According to the results of the HRD office fact-finding activities, gas supply pipelines
were damaged in Vagahakatur, Tegh community.
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APPENDIX 11

Material damages of Geghamasar village, Gegharkunik province
due to the strike of Azerbaijani UAV




APPENDIX 11
2.1. A house was damaged in Karashen, Syunik province

APPENDIX IV
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Houses were gravely damaged in Verishen village, Syunik province

4.1.
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Video link:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GCcBsiz7wspUVEUDbfn9jzIh5C4zK2AeD/view?usp=sharing

4.3
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APPENDIX V

3.1 The situation on the Sisian-Noravan Highway
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Video link:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hx 9vLL1fLIOQOEW6YMMCjdZ40A6agQNaA/view?usp=shar
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