INFORMATION BULLETIN OF OMBUDSMAN 01-31 December 2024

This issue of the Information Bulletin of the Commissioner for Human Rights (Ombudsman) of the Republic
of Azerbaijan covered the period December 01-31, 2024.

The next monitoring visit was conducted within the Ombudsman’s
National Preventive Mechanism

The next monitoring visit, held within the framework of the Ombudsman’s National Preventive Mechanism
(NPM), which was organized in compliance with the requirements of the OPCAT and the Constitutional
Law on the Ombudsman of Azerbaijan, was conducted at the Baku Pre-Trial Detention Facility of the
Penitentiary Service under the Ministry of Justice.

In the course of the visit, conducted with the participation of a medical doctor and a psychologist, several
accused persons, including Sevinj Abbasova, Elnara Gasimova, and Nargiz Absalamova, have been
interviewed in a confidential manner. Their verbal requests were listened to, and some of them were granted
on the spot. The rights and the Ombudsman’s competences were explained to the interviewed persons.

For the further information see the link https://bit.ly/4hOPC6B
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The Ombudsman took part in the events organized in honor of the
International Day of Persons with Disabilities

The Commissioner for Human Rights (Ombudsman) of Azerbaijan,
Sabina Aliyeva, took part in the events organized in honor of the
3rd December- International Day of Persons with Disabilities.

The Commissioner, visited the “Kashalata” inclusive cafe, where
people with autsim syndrome are working, and later, Sabina
Aliyeva took part in the Book Reading event held in an inclusive
format at the Baku Book Center, in joint organization of the
“Support of the Sign Language Development” Public Union and the
Republic Child Library named after F. Kocharli.

For the further information see the link https://bit.ly/4g5Rzx5
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The Chief of Staff of the Ombudsman Office participated in the
International Ombudsman Summit held in Hong Kong

= Aydin Safikhanli, Head of the Ombudsman Office of Azerbaijan,
participated in the International Ombudsman Summit 2024 held in
- Hong Kong, a special administrative region of the People's Republic
of China, on the occasion of the 35th anniversary of the establishment
of the Hong Kong Ombudsman Institution.

== During his speech, the Chief of the Office extensively informed the
participants about the Ombudsman's activities in the field of ensuring
and protecting human rights and freedoms, the NPM activities, the
protection of the rights of children and PWDs, and good practices.

For the further information see the link https://bit.ly/4h48LUY
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An awareness-raising event for civil society organizations was
held in the Ombudsman Office
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= At the initiative of Sabina Aliyeva, the Ombudsman of Azerbaijan,
| awareness-raising events are being held regularly across the country
for the purpose of increasing the public knowledge in the field of
| protection and promotion of human rights.

According to the 2024 action plan approved by the Ombudsman, the
next awareness event on safeguarding the rights of persons with
disabilities and promotion of the right to equality and prevention of
discrimination was held within the Office.

For the further information see the link https://bit.ly/40ERI6E6
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The presentation of the OIC IPHRC Report on Azerbaijan was held

r—!—" U7 The Ombudsman Office of Azerbaijan held a presentation of the fact-
Lo E - finding mission report on human rights and the humanitarian situation

in the territories liberated from Armenian occupation prepared by the
(OIC IPHRC).

In her speech, the Ombudsman emphasized that colonialism, racism,
intolerance, double standards, discrimination, and Islamophobia are
increasing in certain countries, and that the lack of response from
international organizations to these issues results in the violation of
human rights and freedoms.

For the further information see the link https://bit.ly/4g0C2Pa
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An event dedicated to International Human Rights Day has been
organized

The Ombudsman Office of Azerbaijan, with the financial support
of the UNHCR Country Office, organized an event dedicated to
December 10th - International Human Rights Day.

When speaking at the event, the Ombudsman noted that this year
marks the 76th anniversary of the adoption of the UDHR and
® highlighted that this document has led to a positive approach to
the issue of the protection of human rights by the states.

For the further information see the link https://bit.ly/4im8MFv
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Ministry of Emergencies and the Ombudsman Institution jointly
organized a conference “Great Leader Heydar Aliyev and Human
Rights Reforms in Azerbaijan”

The Ministry of Emergency Situations and the Ombudsman
Institution of Azerbaijan jointly organized a conference on the
theme “Great Leader Heydar Aliyev and Human Rights Reforms in
Azerbaijan”.

The Ombudsman, Sabina Aliyeva, during her speech, noted that
the National Leader Heydar Aliyev has played an important role in
establishing the institutional basis for the emergency authorities,
k¥ who also lead the development of a strategic approach to the
management of emergency situations.

For the further information see the link https://bit.ly/4jr7pVQ
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A Working Group on Mental Health and Human Rights has been
established under the Ombudsman

In the Ombudsman Office, at the initiative of the Ombudsman, Sabina Aliyeva, a Working Group (WG) on
Mental Health and Human Rights has been established under the Institution.

The purpose of creating such a WG is to contribute to the adoption of new standards for the protection of
vulnerable groups of the population based on international experience and the latest approaches,
improvement of the legislation, preparing recommendations for increasing the quality of services in the
mental health facilities, and developing educational tools to support the building of an inclusive society from
the legal and practical perspectives.

For the further information see the link https://bit.ly/4as2INd
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The Ombudsman of Azerbaijan and the Asian Ombudsman
Association have jointly organized an awareness-raising event on
business and human rights

At the initiative of the Commissioner for Human Rights of

Azerbaijan, Sabina Aliyeva, and with the organizational support

of the Asian Ombudsman Association (AOA), an online event was

4l held on “Business and Human Rights” for ombudsmen and NHRIs
| working in the Asian region.

The event was joined by ombudspersons and NHRI
representatives from Pakistan, Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand,
Tatarstan, and other countries, members of the OIC OA, and
representatives of state authorities and transnational companies.

For the further information see the link https://bit.ly/40hegZe
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Ensuring the repatriation and rights of our citizens is in focus of
the Ombudsman

The Ombudsman keeps in focus the issues of repatriation of our
citizens, who are in difficult situations abroad, and the situation of
ensuring their rights.

Within recent years, the Ombudsman undertook necessary
measures regarding the incoming applications about ensuring the
right to return of persons, especially women and children, who are
held in camps located in the Syrian Arab Republic to our country.

For the further information see the link https://bit.ly/3EgfmwY
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The Ombudsman Office and the ICRC organized a joint seminar

The Ombudsman Office of Azerbaijan and the International
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) Country Office jointly
organized a seminar on the topic "Activities on the Implementation
of International Humanitarian Law (IHL): Best Practices and
Challenges" dedicated to the 75th anniversary of the adoption of
the Geneva Conventions.

The experts exchanged views on the national implementation of
IHL as a method of ensuring compliance and the role of NHRIs,

- good experiences, the Ombudsman's NPM mandate, relevant
activities, and mternatlonal experlence in clarifying the fate of missing persons, etc.

For the further information see the link https://bit.ly/42npjmv
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Monitoring visits were carried out to institutions in the Nakhchivan
Autonomous Republic within the framework of the Ombudsman's
National Preventive Mechanism

By instructions of the Ombudsman of Azerbaijan, Sabina Aliyeva, members
of the National Preventive Group (NPG) visited institutions in the
Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic that individuals were not able to leave of
their own free will.

Ombudsman's NPG Members conducted monitoring at a number of
institutions in the Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic, including a pre-trial
detention center, a mixed-type prison, a temporary detention center, a
mental health clinic, and a detention center for irregular migrants.

For the further information see the link https://bit.ly/3PHgXaS
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The Ombudsman visited the social service institution for the
elderly

The Commissioner for Human Rights of Azerbaijan, Sabina Aliyeva,
visited the social service institution for the elderly.

The Ombudsman got acquainted with the general conditions created
for the elderly and had a meeting with the residents in the institution.
The Comissioner said that the protection of the rights of older
| persons and other socially vulnerable groups of the population is
{ always in her focus, and that, they have been treated with sensitivity.

For the further information see the link https://bit.ly/4hnX4rU
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Ombudsman Office employees visited the Juvenile Penitentiary
Institution

The Ombudsman of Azerbaijan, Sabina Aliyeva, keeps constant
focus on the situation of protection of the rights of vulnerable
groups of the population, including prisoners.

On the Ombudsman’s instructions, some staff members of the
Office visited the Juvenile Penitentiary Institution (Complex) of the
Penitentiary Service under the Ministry of Justice of Azerbaijan on
the occasion of December 31 - World Azerbaijanis Solidarity Day
and the upcoming New Year.

For the further information see the link https://bit.ly/40HgnR5
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The Ombudsmen of Kazakhstan and Azerbaijan have created a
Working Group on the plane crash

The Ombudsman of Azerbaijan, Sabina Aliyeva, reached out to the Ombudsman of Kazakhstan, Artur
Lastayev, asked to keep the issue in mind to ensure necessary actions for the victims and survivors, who
are in need of treatment as a result of a plane crash of an Azerbaijan Airlines near Aktau city.

A working group consisting of employees of both ombuds institutions has been created to establish direct,
continuous interaction, ensuring the sharing of necessary information.

For the further information see the link https://bit.ly/4hORVagh
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The Ombudsmen’s Working Group on the Plane Crash Continues
its Work

As reported, a joint Working Group (WG) has been established with the participation of the ombudsmen of
Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, the Russian Federation, and the Chechen Republic of the Russian Federation to
take necessary measures regarding those who lost their lives and those in need of treatment following the
crash of an Azerbaijan Airlines aircraft near the city of Aktau.

According to the latest information received by the WG, following the crash, 27 individuals have been
hospitalized. Among them, 15 are citizens of Azerbaijan, 8 are citizens of Russia, and 3 are citizens of
Kyrgyzstan, respectively.

For the further information see the link https://bit.ly/3PGE3p9
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An event on the protection of children's rights was held at the
Ombudsman Office with the participation of local executive
authorities

" On December 27, the Ombudsman Office organized an
| awareness-raising meeting on the topic "The role of local
| executive authorities in the protection of children's rights."

Deputy heads of local executive authorities in Baku city, and
members of the commissions for the protection of minors' affairs
and rights under the executive authorities took part in the event.
Representatives of the Ombudsman’s Regional Centers, as well
as the Ombudsman Office of the Nakhchivan Autonomous
Republic joined the event online.

For the further information see the link https://bit.ly/4h2rsIC
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The Ombudsman Office and the Academy of Public Administration
signed a MoU

¥ The Ombudsman Office of Azerbaijan and the Academy of Public
Administration under the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan
have signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on
cooperation.

The main purpose of the MoU is to further expand relations
between the two institutions and to develop cooperation in the
promotion, education, and implementation of human rights.

For the further information see the link https://bit.ly/3E5IPuU
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The Ombudsman visited those, injured as a result of the plane
crash

The Human Rights Commissioner of Azerbaijan,Sabina Aliyeva,
visited the persons, who have injured as a result of the crash of the
“Azerbaijan Airlines” plane near the city Aktau and brought to Baku
and who are currently under treatment in “Yeni Klinika” (New
s Clinic).

The Ombudsman got acquainted with the condition created for the
. injured, and had a private meeting with each of them in private and
l inquired about the patients’ needs and concerns.
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For the further information see the link https://bit.ly/42FAuHx
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