STATEMENT
by the Members of the Board of the European Ombudsman Institute
on the Occasion of the 80th Anniversary
of the End of the Second World War

Novi Sad, April 24, 2025

We, the Members of the Board of the European Ombudsman
Institute, commemorate in 2025 the 80th anniversary of the end of the
hostilities of the Second World War — a conflict that became a symbol
of unspeakable suffering and devastation. This war, which left an
indelible imprint on history, stands as one of the most profound
tragedies to befall the peoples of Europe and the entire world.

Six and a half years of sanguinary battles claimed the lives of tens
of millions of people. The war was accompanied by large-scale
violations of human rights, numerous crimes against peace, war crimes,
and horrific crimes against humanity. We bow our heads in
remembrance of all those who perished — victims of war, occupation,
and repression.

We pay the deepest tribute to the memory of the veterans and all
those who fought with courage for the victory over Nazi ideology,
fascism, dictatorship, oppression, and aggression. Their selflessness and
heroism shall endure through the ages. We shall never forget their
unparalleled feat.

We undertake the commitment to support comprehensive social
protection for those who contributed to the Great Victory in the Second
World War.

We express our profound concern over the rise of any movements,
groups, or public figures preaching violence and hate crimes.

We unequivocally reject attempts by certain political factions to
make a revision of history through the falsification of the events of the
Second World War. We express our deep concern at the glorification of
Nazism and neo-Nazism in any form in which it may appear.

Preserving the true historical picture of the world’s liberation from
Nazism — for present and future generations — is our sacred duty. It is
incumbent upon us to uphold traditions by honoring the legacy of the
victims.



